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enteritis. The reactions to the Gram-stain-
ing method of these various forms appear to be

very variable, and this peculiarity was also to be
observed in the cultures made on various media
from the sputum. These cultures also gave
interesting and suggestive results when examined
under the microscope, as they, too, showed pleio-
morphic characters. Although Dr. Beaumont used
the various media suggested as specially adapted to
the growth of the Pfeiffer bacillus, he was not able
to isolate it. He sometimes obtained single colonies
which showed characters resembling the Pfeiffer
organism, but they were never pure and often con-
tained Gram-positive coccal elements; moreover

the Pfeiffer-like organisms would often disappear
in subculture. Dr. Beaumont has in addition
made a few observations on the urine and blood
in cases of influenza, and in the former he has
obtained all the stages of the parasite he describes.
In the blood in primary cultures he has recovered
several of the stages or forms, but only in one
case was he able to obtain growths in subculture.

Dr. Beaumont’s observations are admittedly
incomplete, but they are sufficiently striking
and suggestive to require further examination
at the hands of other workers. If his results are I
confirmed and the organism is submitted to and
fulfils the full tests of the Koch postulates, then
the relation of the various forms of the parasite to
one another and to the different organisms found in
this disease by other observers will afford interest-
ing matters for investigation and possibly serve, as
Dr. Beaumont suggests, to clear up the confusion
at present existing by explaining the discrepancies
and coordinating the divergent views.

PRACTICAL ISSUES OF THE ALCOHOL QUESTION,

THE Medical Research Committee have issued a
further reportl on the alcohol question, in which the
main results on manual work and on the co&auml;rdina.
tion of fine muscular movements agree well with
those reported previously by Dr. Mellanby. Dr.

Mellanby’s report (No. 31 of the series) was dealt
with in our issue of July 19th in an annotation
under the above title. The present investigation
was undertaken by Dr. M. H. Vernon, who was
assisted by Dr. W. C. Sullivan, Captain M.
Greenwood, R.A.M.C., and N. B. Dreyer. Both
reports show the important differences between
the effects produced by alcohol when taken with or
without food, a question which we have pointed
out again and again has a practical bearing, and
which, Dr. Vernon now remarks, has been curiously
ignored by most previous investigators. The
Medical Research Committee agrees that the rela-
tions between the consumption of food and the
physiological effects of absorbed alcohol are so

important (as these recent studies show) that much
previous work upon the effects of alcohol is now
seen to have been impaired in value by dis-
regard of the presence or absence of food in the
stomach during the experiments. The influence of
alcohol on manual work and on neuro-muscular
coordination was investigated in eight men and five
women. In seven of the subjects observations were
made on the accuracy and speed of typewriting, in
three on the accuracy and speed of working an
adding machine, and in six on the accuracy with
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which a target could be pricked. The administra.
tion of alcohol produced some effect in all of the in.
dividuals tested by the typing and adding-machine
methods, the degree of effect depending largely on
whether the alcohol was taken on an empty stomach
or with food. On an average it was about twice as
toxic under the former conditions as under the
latter. In the foodless experiments one subject
made 88 per cent. more typing mistakes after she
drank 11’2 c.cm. of alcohol. Another subject
increased his adding machine mistakes 74 per
cent. after taking claret containing 19’4 c.cm. of
alcohol; another increased her typing mistakes
156 per cent. after drinking sherry containing
22 c.cm. of alcohol. In some subjects, however,
a moderate dose of alcoholic liquid taken with food
produced no measureable reaction. Such a non-
reactive dose amounted to one glass of port in a male
subject and to 4 oz. of port in a female subject. One
subject who a year before had been rather a heavy
drinker showed little, if any, reaction, even after
drinking whisky containing 45 or 60 c.cm. of alcohol.
He was tested by the target method and took the
whisky three hours after food. In the target method,
rows of dots, made on squared paper fixed vertically
at arm’s length, were pricked at three-minute
intervals before and after the alcohol. The average
distance of a puncture made from the centre
was about 1’8 mm., but after taking 30 c.cm.

of alcohol the target-pricking error increased
12 per cent.; after taking 37’5 c.cm. it increased
43 per cent., and it continued to increase in
arithmetical progression with the dose of alcohol
till it was 132 per cent. above the normal
when 60 c.cm. were taken. To sum up, this inquiry
would seem to endorse by scientific measurement
what has been recognised for a long time in

practice. The creature of addiction, or one who
has acquired the habit of moderate alcohol
consumption, shows a negligible result to moderate
doses of alcohol according to the tests here applied.
In other words, the body has a remarkable power of
adapting itself to acquired habit. Then, again,
according to these experiments, alcohol taken on
an empty stomach proves to be twice as toxic as
when taken with food. Alcohol consumers found
this out long ago, for the munching of a biscuit
with a glass of wine between meals is a very old
and familiar practice. Man seems to have
discovered instinctively that food tempers the
action of the spirit. 

-

GONOCOCCUS PNEUMONIA.

Dr. Martin Ross/ of New York, records the
following case, which he regards as one of gono-
coccus pneumonia. The patient was a girl, aged 16,
suffering from an acute exacerbation of an old
gonorrhoeal infection superimposed upon a dys.
menorrhoea. Lobar pneumonia developed and
followed an atypical course. The sputum was

scanty and milky white in colour, with no trace
of blood in it at any time. Pure cultures of
Gram-negative, biscuit-shaped diplococci were
obtained from the sputum, the blood, and the
lung. Post mortem both lungs were found riddled
with minute abscesses, there was consolidation
of" the upper left lobe; in the lower lobe of the
right lung there was a large abscess cavity and a
smaller abscess in the right upper lobe. The
occurrence of gonococcus septicaemia in this
case was probably due to the presence of,
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